
Period, Space, Space 🚫  
 
It’s horrifying. Why? Why do people do this horrendously ugly thing? 

I often refer people to an article called “Why you should never, ever use two spaces after a period.” It 

goes into the whole history of how people have gotten so deluded. I’ll quote some here to prove my 

point:  

Every major style guide—including the Modern Language Association Style Manual and 

the Chicago Manual of Style—prescribes a single space after a period… Most ordinary 

people would know the one-space rule, too, if it weren't for a quirk of history. In the 

middle of the last century, a now-outmoded technology—the manual typewriter—

invaded the American workplace. To accommodate that machine's shortcomings, 

everyone began to type wrong. And even though we no longer use typewriters, we all 

still type like we do.  

The problem with typewriters was that they used monospaced type—that is, every 

character occupied an equal amount of horizontal space… Monospaced type gives you 

text that looks "loose" and uneven; there's a lot of white space between characters 

and words, so it's more difficult to spot the spaces between sentences immediately. 

Hence the adoption of the two-space rule—on a typewriter, an extra space after a 

sentence makes text easier to read.  

Here's the thing, though: monospaced fonts went out in the 1970s. First electric 

typewriters and then computers began to offer people ways to create text using 

proportional fonts. Today nearly every font on your PC is proportional… Because we've 

all switched to modern fonts, adding two spaces after a period no longer enhances 

readability. It diminishes it.  

So if you’re still marred by this habit, this is how to fix it: 

1. Type Ctrl-F. 

2. Click the magnifying glass in the Navigation pane and select “Replace.”  

3. Find what: .[ ][ ]  

4. Replace with: .[ ]  

5. Select “Replace All.” 

6. 😊 

If you want to read the whole article: Space Invaders: Why you should never, ever use two spaces after a 

period. 

http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2011/01/space_invaders.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2011/01/space_invaders.html

